Franklin County Commissioners
September 28,  2026 at 9:00 a.m.

Attendance: Commissioner Chair Robert Swainston, Commissioner Zan Bowles, Commissioner Zach Stewart, Vic Pearson, County Attorney, and Camille Larsen, Clerk. 

1.	Pledge of Allegiance.

2.	Adopt Agenda.  Zan Bowles made the motion to approve the agenda.  Zach Stewart second.  Vote was unanimous.  

3.	Approval of Bills.   Zach Stewart made the motion to approve the bills.  Zan Bowles second.  Vote was unanimous. 

4.	Approval of Minutes.   Zan Bowles made the motion to approve the minutes of September 14, 2026.  Zach Stewart second.  Vote was unanimous.  

5.	Review Courthouse Addition/Remodel and Other County Buildings.  Randy Henrie, Building Maintenance, reported he has been gathering cost estimates to replace the stairs on front of the Courthouse, $100,000 for the cement work, $20,000 for the boiler, $5,000 for the vinyl to seal the steps.  The light poles and electrical will be $30,000.  Randy Henrie is planning to begin the demo work the end of October and be ready to for construction in early spring.  He is planning to dig out a foot of dirt under the sidewalks and replace with gravel.  

Randy Henrie is planning to cut the overhead door in-between the Event Center and the addition.  Zach Stewart said people are driving around the gates and onto the new vendor grassy area and water line have been damaged and broken.  Commissioners discussed installing a barrier and sending the video to the Preston City Police Department for investigation.  Randy Henrie will look at the area and see what can be done to prevent driving on the vendor grassy area.  

6.  	Conditional Use Permit - Peter Arendt.  Amanda Arendt and Randy Henrie, Planning and Zoning were present.  Amanda Arendt is the daughter-in-law to Peter Arendt.  Amanda Arendt would like to purchase a lot from Peter Arendt located in the old sugar factory area next to Wheatland Food.  The land is zoned commercial and requires a conditional use permit to build a home.  Planning and Zoning approved.  Zan Bowles made the motion to issue a conditional use permit for Peter and Amanda Arendt.  Zach Stewart second.  Vote was unanimous.  

7.	Approve Polling Locations for November 3, 2026.  Zach Stewart made the motion to approve the polling locations for November 3, 2026.  Zan Bowles second.  Vote was unanimous.  
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8.	Accept Restored 1956 Jeep/Willey Franklin County Sheriff Jeep Patrol.  The Commissioners agreed to accept the gracious offer from Bret Vaterlaus with the caveat, in writing, that the Vaterlaus has first right of refusal if the County ever decides to sell.  Zach Stewart made the motion to accept the restored 1956 Jeep/Willey Jeep Patrol from the Vaterlaus Family.  Zan Bowles second.  Vote was unanimous.  

9.	Approve Retail Alcoholic Beverage License Application.  Zan Bowles made the motion to approve the Retail Alcoholic Beverage Licenses Applications for the Owl, Inc., Ransoms County Store LLC, and Stokes Thriftway.  Zach Stewart second.  Vote was unanimous.  

10.	Resolution 2026-09-28 for Destruction of Records.  Camille Larsen, Clerk, is requesting to destroy the 2016 financial records.  Zach Stewart made the motion to approve the Resolution 2026-09-28 for Destruction of Records.  Zan Bowles second.  Vote was unanimous.  

11.	Approve Certificate of County Levies for Franklin County.  Camille Larsen, Clerk, explained the L1 Certificate of County Levies and overall the levies have decreased.  Zan Bowles made the motion to approve the Certificate of County Levies.  Zach Stewart second.  Vote was unanimous.  

12.	Hart Intercivic Bid for Vanguard Election Equipment.  Camille Larsen, Clerk, presented a bid for new election equipment from Hart which includes the VVSG 2.0 Certification, which makes the County compliant with the Presidential Executive Order from March 2025.  The new system would include tighter security, on-demand ballot printing, overvote detection and improved ADA compliance.  Since purchasing the last equipment in 2020, the Clerk has been setting funds in reserve for the next purchase.  The bid is $410,686 and Hart is offering a 10% discount of $41,069.  The reserved election in Current Expense is $134,500 and the reserved in Consolidated Election is $125,000.  The County will also apply for $9,167 Help America Vote Act Grant.  Camille Larsen is asking to use $100,950 of the Current Expense reserve.  Zach Stewart made the motion to approve the Hart Intercivic for Vanguard Election Equipment with using $100,950 from the reserves.  Zan Bowles second.  Vote was unanimous.  Commissioners asked the Clerk to continue setting aside funds for future upgrades.  

13.	CAPSA Light the Night Event.  Julie Buxton, CAPSA, said that October is the Domestic Violence Awareness Month and invited the Commissioners to come join Light the Night Event on October 1, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. at 28 South State Street.  

14.	Watershed Work Plan Agreement.  Ben Sandberg and Chad Brown, Franson Civil Engineers presented the Watershed Work Plan Agreement to the Commissioners.  The Commissioners have concerns about the purchase of any property that may need to be purchased up to $10,000,000 and require the County to exercise eminent domain.  Chad Brown said that this is a boiler plate agreement from the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  The project focuses on replacing existing culverts and flood management within existing right-of-ways.  Chad Brown assured the Commissioners that owners have agreed to an easement for the pipeline.  This is typical language and he does not anticipate that property will need to be purchased.  The County may need to pay $255,000 towards the construction.  Vic Pearson, County Attorney, reviewed the contract and does not see an opt out clause or limits the cost to $255,000.  Chad Brown will facilitate with NRCS to have them meet with the Commissioners to discuss the concerns.
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Zan Bowles made the motion to adjourn.  Zach Stewart second.  Vote was unanimous. Meeting adjourned at 10:05 a.m.  Next meeting October 13, 2026.

______________________			______________________
Attest, Camille Larsen			Robert Swainston, Chair
